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MINUTES OF THE LISVANE COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD ON 10th MARCH 2008 AT THE OLD SCHOOL, HEOL-Y-DELYN, LISVANE

PRESENT: - Councillors D. Jones (Chairman), Mrs E. McNeil-Watson, W. G. Drury, R. Kelly, A. Prosper, J. Rees and B. Wallace 

.  

In attendance:  Mrs G. Lawson (Clerk).

                                              Councillor D Jones in the Chair

Min No. 37/08 Public Representation 
The following issues had been raised at the last meeting:-
a) Green Open Space at the rear of St Denys Church – The seat required 

      cleaning and the area tidied up.  This matter had been reported to the  

      Parks Department.
b) Footpath 11 – Graffiti needs removing – Discussed at Environment 
Meeting and Footpaths Officer was asked to address the issue.

c) Footpath 13 at the junction with 12 – Stream blocked - Discussed at 
      Environment Meeting and the Footpaths Officer confirmed that the

      blockage had been cleared.

d) Plas-y-Delyn – The green in front of houses number 9 to 19 had previously been cut by local residents who had now indicated that they were unable to undertake the work this year.  Cardiff Council had been informed and had confirmed that they would undertake the work.

The Clerk was informed that the light on the lane between Plas-y-Delyn and Church Road was not working.  This matter would be reported to the Highways Department.  
Min No. 38/08 Declaration of Interests

There were no declarations of Interests.

Min No. 39/08 Apologies

Apologies for absences were received from Councillors Mrs S. Anthony, Mrs J. Stone and P. Gough. 
Min No. 40/08 Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on 11th February 2008 were received and signed as a true record by the Chairman subject to the following amendment:-

      Min No 27/08g Potholes– The last line be amended to read ‘and re-surfacing
      on Heol-y-Delyn adjacent to the Playing Fields’.  The Clerk confirmed that the
      matter had been reported correctly to the Highways Department.  

Min No. 41/08 Matters Arising

a) Maintenance of the Alexander Garden (Min No. 23/08a refers)

    It was confirmed that the maintenance of the Alexander Gardens would be
    undertaken by Brookview Garden Service.  The Clerk reported that following
    inquiries with a local company a suitable commemorative plaque could be
    provided for the garden.  It was agreed that quotations for the work should be
    obtained.  

b) Lisvane Youth Club (Min No 23/08b refers)

    A new draft constitution for the Youth Club was circulated.  Whilst the Council     

    were very supportive of the Youth Club and would continue to provide a grant

    to cover the Hall and Insurance they were of the view that the management of

    the Club should remain with the Youth Leaders and that the Constitution is a
    matter primarily for them.   The Clerk agreed to convey this information to St 
    Denys Church and Lisvane Baptist Church.  

c) A Shared Community – Proposed Meeting with Community Councils in the Cardiff Area (Min No 5/08c refers)

      A Notice of Meeting and Agenda had been sent to Community Councils in the Cardiff Area.  It was agreed to nominate representatives to attend at the next meeting of the Council.
d) Alcohol Designated Public Place Order (Min No 23/08d refers) – 

    As there was no police officer in attendance at the PACT Meeting this item was deferred to the next meeting. 
Min No. 42/08 Lisvane Community Building Project (Min No 24/08 refers) 

a) Architects – The Chairman confirmed he had signed the contract document for the preparation of initial designs and sketch plans for the Old School Site.   The  Chairman and Clerk met with Mr. James of the James Partnership on 4th March 2008 to clarify a number of details and initial indications and thoughts regarding the development were encouraging.  
b)  Building Working Party –  

     It was agreed that the next meeting of the Building Working Party would be

     held on 14th March 2008.  

 Min No. 43/08 Cardiff  Local Development Plan (Min No. 25/08 refers) –  

 The Local development Plan was discussed at the Environment Working Party and County  Councillor Walker confirmed that there were no current proposals to develop  the green fields between Lisvane and Pontprennau.  The depositing of the LDP  with the National Assembly was imminent.  During discussions concern was expressed regarding traffic problems; particularly the increase in volume.  It was agreed that a letter be sent to Cardiff County Council (LDP) seeking detailed information on when the LCC would be consulted on future transport issues. The Clerk had received a telephone call from the Civic Trust who are arranging a meeting in County Hall in October regarding transport issues and enquired whether the LCC would wish to attend.  The Clerk had asked for the documentation to attend the meeting be sent to her for consideration at a future meeting.   

Min No. 44/08 Police Matters

a) Crime Statistics 

The Police Report was not available due to P. C. Rogers being on sick leave.  

The Clerk had written to P. C. Rogers wishing him a speedy recovery.
Councillor McNeil-Watson reported on the PACT meeting and conveyed

the concerns of residents in Rudry Road regarding the increased incidents of 

burglary in their area.  

Min No. 45/08 Highways/Footpath

a) Sign at Ty Mawr Car Park (Min No 27/08a refers) – The information regarding suitable suppliers of road signs had now been received from Cardiff County Council.  The reason for the delay was that the Officer who was dealing with the enquiry had left the authority.  Details of the design would be obtained from the local equestrians.
b) Safety Issues for Horse Riders – Request for Signage (Min No 27/08d)–    

            The Clerk reported that a meeting of the Footpaths Cross Boundary Working Group was held on 5thMarch 2008 (present Cardiff Council Parks and Footpaths, Caerphilly Rights of  Way Officers, Forestry Commission, Groundwork, Graig Protection Society, SAFE and Lisvane Community Council).  It was a very positive meeting as Caerphilly Borough Council has already undertaken extensive work on developing circular walks and cross boundary footpaths with Newport Borough Council and Rhondda Cynon Taff Council.  Caerphilly is in the process of designing a sign indicating that the area is suitable for walking, cycling and horse riders and road users could encounter any of these within the area they are driving.  SAFE proposed that the scheme to introduce warning signs indicating there are horse riders in the area should be deferred until the outcome of discussions with Caerphilly on a long distance path/bridleway is known, as it would be sensible to have the same road signs covering the whole scheme. Cardiff County Council Parks Staff were scheduled to meet representatives from the Valley’s Regional Parks Scheme on the 6th March 2008 to discuss some of these issues.  Parks Representatives also confirmed that they would be commencing work in April 2008 in preparing a detailed long term plan to improve Cefn Onn Park and    to seek additional funding for development of the Park.  The next meeting of the Footpaths Cross Boundary Working Group will be held in May 2008, at a date to be agreed.        
      c) St Mellons Road - Flooding

    Cardiff County Council staff have cleared 8 gullies on St Mellons Road
    following the recent flooding.  They have to return to site as there is one    
    additional gully that was totally buried and they will need to dig it out.  
d)   Request for an additional Light – Graig Road   
     Cardiff County Council have replied indicating that all lighting funding is being    used to replace the concrete light standards which have been corroding.  A     further letter was sent enquiring how long it would take to complete the    programme of renewing all the light standards.  The following response was       received  ‘With several thousand concrete columns requiring to be replaced as a result of structural deterioration, the time scale for the completion of this work is at present impossible to predict due to the variable levels of funding year on year.  However, I can confirm that your request is held on record at the Street Lighting Section, and will be given due consideration should the necessary funds become available’.

Heol-y-Delyn – Street Lighting have confirmed that the odd light (No. 15) was changed before the others and is of a different style but deemed to be safe.  

Heol-yDelyn junction of Rudry Road - An undertaking has been given to replace the light in the new financial year.  The Clerk will check the situation at the beginning of June 2008. This will give adequate time for the budgets to be agreed and the new post ordered.      

e)   Potholes

   Confirmation had been received that the pot holes in St Mellons Road, Ty Draw Road and the failed road surface in Heol-y-Delyn would be addressed   within the next 21 days (weather permitting).  
f)  Water Leaks

Following the laying of a new water supply system in Lisvane a number of water leaks had appeared.  The Clerk undertook to notify the contractor of the problems. 
Min No. 46/08 Parks

a)  Development of Sporting Facilities (Min No 28/08 refers)

The Lisvane Cricket Club meetings on the 21st February and 2nd March 2008 were very well supported and they had received a lot of donations of time and materials to improve their new home ground in St Mellons.  A detailed article appears in this months Lisvane Link.     
Min No 47/08 Lisvane Community Council Policy Documents (Min No 29/08

Archiving Documents – The Clerk indicated that the archiving policy required certain documents to be stored in a fire proof cabinet but none of the existing cupboards where of that standard.  Following discussion it was agreed that the Clerk should obtain quotations for a fireproof storage unit.  A quote would also be obtained for scanning the old LCC Minutes, which could then be sent to the Glamorgan Record Office. 
 Due to pressure of work the Clerk had been unable to draft the next set of policy documents on email disclaimer, Internal Audit and Complaints Procedure; these

would be circulated as soon as possible.
The Clerk recommended that Members should look at the Web sites of other Community Councils and the policies they have agreed. 
Min No. 48/08 Welsh Assembly Government 
a) Local Government Members Code of Conduct 
Guidance from the National Assembly has been circulated on the revised Code of Conduct Declaration which each Member would be required to sign by the 1st May 2008.  The Clerk confirmed she had not reviewed the Code of Conduct Policy as a revised version of the document was due to be issued by    The National Assembly, it was anticipated that the new document would be received about the time of the Elections.
b)  Appropriate sum under section 137(3) of the Local Government Act 1972
           For the financial year 2008/09 the discretionary expenditure limit for the 

           purpose of section 137 (4) is increased in line with the formula as set out in 

           the above act increased this year by 3.9% from £5.64 to £5.86 per elector.
 c)  Borrowing by Community and Town Councils in 2008-2009

Notification has been received from the National Assembly of the arrangements for borrowing approved in 2008/9.  Application must be made by 14th March 2008. 
Min No.49/08 Planning

a)  Weekly Planning Schedules  

      14th February 2008 -  6, Holly Grove – Rear and side single and two storey 

                                         extensions to provide new family room, enlarge

                                         kitchen, utility room, new bedroom extension and

                                         ensuite bathroom and external balcony.
       22nd February 2008 -Outbuildings, Hill Farm, Capel Gwilym Road – Change

                                         of use to self storage.

       28th February 2008 – 8, The Paddock – Single storey side and rear

                                         extension. 

       6th March 2008       -  Nil 

     It was agreed that the Clerk would express concern regarding the likely increase in traffic levels on Capel Gwilym Road should the planning application for a self storage unit at Hill Farm be approved.  There was also concern that there would be no control over the size, volume or frequency of vehicles accessing the site.
b)  International Enterprise Business Park & Waitrose
     It was confirmed that Waitrose do not require planning consent for the new      store in Pontprennau as the lawful use of the former Focus store was      unrestricted Class A1 retail. Therefore there is no opportunity for “planning     gain” in this case.

    Min No. 50/08 Reports

a) Friends of Coed-y-Felin – The Minutes of the meetings held on 2nd January and 6th February 2008 were received and noted.
b) Environment Working Party – The Clerk reported on the Environment Meeting held on 3rd March 2008.  The Members of the Working Party were of the view that there had been a great improvement in the condition of the footpaths over the last few years.  The Graig Protection Society were in the process of reintroduced the Adopt a Footpath Scheme which was already seeing results.  Recently a blocked path was reported to the Footpaths Officer and two days later when the Chairman of the Graig Protection Society went to inspect the blockage it had already been cleared.

      Work on the Definitive map is being progressed although it has been
      confirmed that footpaths on Cardiff Council Parks land is not being
      included on the definitive map. 
The Public Inquiry on designating the meadow adjacent to the Reservoirs as a village green has recommenced.
The Friends of Coed-y-Felin, Graig Protection Society and South Rise had all confirmed what they would purchase with the Calor Award funds.  It was agreed that the Clerk would arrange for the Award to be paid to the three groups concerned.  

Min No.51/08 Correspondence

a) One Voice Wales – Had issues leaflets on the Community Council Election and it was agreed that they would be displayed around the village.
Members were reminded that if they are standing for another term nomination forms must be returned to the electoral Officer by Friday 4th April 2008.   

b) Cardiff Museum Project – Are looking for information on how teenagers have spent their time over the last 100 years details of the project is available on their web site www.cardiffmuseum.com.  
c) Consultation on Friends Group Co-ordinator

   Cardiff County Council Parks Department were seeking the Community Council’s views on the appointment of a Friends Group Co-ordinator.  The Friends of Coed-y-Felin were of the view that the funding would be better spent on employing an additional Ranger.  It was agreed to endorse the views of the Friends of Coed-y-Felin and inform the Parks Department accordingly.
d) M4 Motorways Widening Scheme 

Newsletter No 4 had been received and was being displayed on the noticeboard.

e) Friends of the Earth – Climate Change Bill – Correspondence on the Friends of the Earth’s campaign to amend the Climate Change Bill was received and noted.
   Min No. 52/08 Finance

 a) Application for Grants – There were no applications for Grant Assistance.
 b) Membership Fees –  Notices had been received for Membership Fees for the Campaign for the Protection of Rural Wales (£20.00) and One Voice Wales (£316).  Both applications were approved for payment in the new financial year. 
 c)  Cheque Signing 

      Cheque Number    Payee                                                            Amount £

       301247                  Friends of Coed-y-Felin – Accommodation        64.90
       301248                  Lisvane Historical Society – Accommodation   126.00

       301249                  Library and Youth Club – Accommodation    1,000.00 

       301250                  G. Lawson (Salary)                                           498.22

       301251                  G. Lawson (Reimbursement of Expenses)         83.00

       301252                  G. Lawson (Postage, Telephone 2007/8)         133.40   

Min No. 53/08 Date of Next Meeting – 

The next meeting of the Community Council will be held on Monday 14th April 2008 at the Cabin, Old School, Lisvane commencing at 7.30 p.m. 
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